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1.—Temperature of the Year 1917 at Representative Stations, compared wi th 
Normal Annual Averages for the period 1888 to 1907—concluded. 
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TEMPERATURE.—At the Stations of the Dominion Meteorological Service the highest 
and lowest temperature in each 24 hours, termed respectively the maximum and the mini­
mum, are recorded by self-registering thermometers. For any month the sum of the 
daily maxima, divided by the number of days of the month, is the mean maximum tem­
perature of that month. The mean minimum temperature is obtained in a similar manner. 
The half sum of the mean maximum and the mean minimum is called the mean temperature. 
The averages of these results for any particular month over a period of years are the average 
means for tha t period and are used as normal means or temperatures of reference. The 
highest and lowest temperatures recorded during the whole period of years are termed 
the extreme maximum and extreme minimum respectively. These latter figures are ot 
course to be regarded as extraordinary, the more unlikely to recur the longer the period 
from which they have been derived. Temperatures below zero have the minus sign ( - ) 
prefixed The mean winter temperature is based on the records of January, February, 
March, November and December, and the mean summer temperature, is based on those 
of June, July and August. 


